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CTC/Cyclenation/Bristol Cycling Campaign
Autumn Conference 2012 , 13th October 2012

More and Safer Cycling:
National Context and Local Action

Armada House, Telephone Ave, Bristol BS1 4BQ

The annual Cyclenation conference comes to Bristol this autumn. On Saturday

13" Oct delegates will start the day with a choice of guided rides around some

of the infrastructure created during the time when Bristol was the first UK Cy-

cling City. Alarm, surprise, delight and commiseration are all expected when

we pose the question O0What did Cycl i ng

The conference will then reconvene at Armada House, a city centre venue so
used to hosting cycle conferences that they have their own bike parking rails.
Philip Darnton will chair and the new Chief Executofehe CTC Gordon Sea-
bright will report on what he thinks the CTC can do to capitalise and take for-
ward the current Times campaign and its national and local effects on cycle
safety.

During the day there will be a chance to discuss and share best practice on a
number of themesicluding using the media, successful campaigning, street
interventions, shared space and building political will. Cambridge Cycle
Campaign will launch Cyclescape, and all the other campaigns will be en-
couraged to bring along posters and information to display around the

walls.

An important part of the conference will be the exchange of ideas

from within the campaign community. As part of this we would like
every campaign group to bring a single poster, preferably Al, say-
ing something about their campaign group, a success they have

had, or a particular campaign they are running. In the breaks there
will be an opportunity for groups to talk to each other using the

posters .

NOTE: Al is the size of the space available per group...FILL IT!!

Bookings:
http://www.cyclenation.org.uk/conference/booking.php

£22 per person oAine, £23 pp by post.



Cyclenation rebutts
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Bradley Wiggins sparked a great deal of controversy when he called for helmet wearing
to be made compulsory and the use of personal stereos etc. while cycling to be banned.
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other London cyclist had been killed under the wheels of a left-turning vehicle and that
this time it was an Olympic bus at junction near the Olympic park that LCC had already
warned was dangerous. It appears that Bradley, possibly having quaffed a glass or two
of celebratory champagne, was caught off guard when he made some off-the-cuff re-
marks. These were seized on by the newshounds, who could sense some sensational
headlines for the next day.

The cycle campaigning world moved swiftly into damage limitation mode.
quickly put out a blog post - http://cyclenation.blogspot.co.uk/ and others put out press

releases-whi c h
Others such as Chris Boardman made some sensible remarks in the media.
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Team GB cycling heroes are to be given some help on what to say in situations like this -
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sion of the facts. A seminar for Elite cyclists on cycling safety was mooted and this may
come off - watch this space. It also became apparent that the victim of the collision had
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So all in all, while the day started as a PR disaster, by the end of the day we felt that we
were on top of the debate. Christian Wolmar wrote a piece that was very well expressed,
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even though as he says, the casualty rates per mile / trip, cyclist are low .
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this should remain a matter of individual choice rather than imposing additional rules that

woul d

We stand firm on our evidence

be

di fficult

to

enforce. O

-based position that mandatory helmet laws deter

people from cycling and do not make existing cyclists any safer. We stand for in-
formed choice, not mandatory helmet wearing.

Simon Geller, Secretary, Cyclenation.
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http://cyclenation.blogspot.co.uk/

As only ONE group sent any report of its events during,

EVERYDAY CYCLING
FOR EVERYONE!

16-24 June 2012

www.bikeweek.org.uk

this is how Birmingham managed

NINE DAYS OF BIKE FIX!
Long ago we stopped relying on our local media to advertise
any cycling event. The Birmingham Mail now has a circu-
lation of just 47 000 (for a pop. of 1,000,000); any an-
nouncement on BBC local radio is unpredictable and tran-
scient . So for 2012 Birmingh
LONGEVITY! Could we do the full duration of Bike Week
at a single, highprofile venue and hope that visibility and
oword of moutho would provid
opted for a 2 day and a 7 day, see later.

Luckily, at a 6swankyd Launch eve
lated cycling project Bike North Birmingham, (budget £4.1M) we

were at the same table as the Community Champion for the massive
Tesco Extra New Oscott, near Sutton Coldfield. Emails followed

and we were allocated two (precious??) car parking spaces right

next to its entrance, for 7 of the 9 days.

Staffing? Again, luckily,
- = . ™St he Push Bi kesb
was (effectively) retired
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During the Tesco week:

We saw 140 visitorsyes, we kept an accurate count.

Nobody knew it was Bike Week or had ever heard of Bike Week.
The most common requesindeed the ONLY request was for more
CYCLE LANES.

Knowledge of their bikesminimal, usually zero.

Most common bike problemdeflations. We saw very few punctures.
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A fuller report of our Bike Week will be available at the Bristol Conference.

Push Bikes also thanks Aston Villa Football Club (also met at the BNB Launch
Event) for inviting us to its Kit Laur
turn down ANY offers!

The only other report came from Patience Jones, Travel Plan Coord. of Knowsley MBC/
NHS:

40 bikes were checked by the Bike Doctor in the Borough of Knowsley during Bike Week, at
the following locations:

Stockbridge Village, Court Hey Park in Huyton, Huyton Town Centre, Kirkby Town Centre,
Prescot Town Centre, Stadt Moers Park in Whiston.

Most were basic checks/tuneps, with about 5 needing serious fixing and a small number
also making appointments to have repairs done at a later date.

Three of the events (in Kirkby, Huyton and Prescot town centr8spi) were just Bike
Doctor plus bikeelated leaflets and some Activity for Life information; the others were
neighbourhood events or fun days where other activities were available at the same time.

All the bikes were ridden to the venues, although a couple were in such poor condition the
26ySNBR 6SNB ROAASR (KSe aK2dzZ RYyQlil 06S NARAY:Z

Very few people seemed to be aware it was Bike Week. (Again! GH)

Pre-publicity consisted of: posters at local venues including libraries, One Stop Shops and
newsagents; page on Council website; item in local free palpethe case of the funday
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est numbers checked were at the dedicated events in Huyton and Kirkby town centres (15

and 13 bikes respectively).

The Sheffield Campaign Group have a private company to handle their bike events and re-
guested a report; but none has been received.



Press Release Aug 2012 from 02006s Pl e
False conclusions in media reporting of 2011 Casualty Stats and
20mph Limits.

DfT casualty figures for 2011 show that as the total number of
20mph roads increases, so do the total number of casualties, but
this is not evidence of increased danger.

Those who want to keep motor vehicle speeds high in town centres and where people
live have jumped on the DfT statistghowing an increase of 24% in total casualties on
20mph roads between 2010 and 2011. Over the same period, total casualties on 30mph
roads reduced by 1%. Some sections of the media have initially concluded that this indi-
cates that 20mph limits are a cause for concern. But what they have not considered is
that between 2010 and 2011 there wadarge increase in the number of roads that

have had their speed limit changed from 30mph to 20mgtacal authorities around the
country have been adopting 20mph as the default limit for urban roads and in some areas
70% of all roads now have a 20mph limit. Hence without reference to the total number of
miles of 20mph roads in 2010 and 2011 no conclusion can be drawn from these particular
statistics.

What we do know is that after extensive research and often large scale pilots many of our
most iconic cities have already concluded that 30mph is no longer an acceptable speed
limit for most of their urban streets. These include Bristol, Oxford, Cambridge, Bath, New-
castle, Portsmouth, Edinburgh, York, Lancaster, Liverpool, Brighton, as well as complete
counties such as Lancashire and Bath & NE Somerset. They are doing so because there is
ample evidence that 20mph limits create a better road environment for all users, espe-
cially pedestrians and cyclists. Those seeking justification for high vehicle speeds on roads
are failing to make a convincing case against the abundance of evidence in support of
lower speed limits.

It is because such counties as Lancashire have changed the speed limit on most of their
residential roads in the last 3 years that there will inevitably be an increase in casualties
on 20mph roads as the total road length increases.

Other research in the Grundy (2009) study of 20 mph zones in Loodore to the con-
clusion that "20 mph zones are effective measures for reducing road injuries and deaths",
with a 42% reduction in road casualties, after adjustment for underlying time trends.
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reducing danger on our roads should be a little more analytical in their assessment of any

trends. As roads are transferred from 30mph to 20mph we will not eliminate casualties,

and there will inevitably be increases as the total miles of 20mph roads increases. But all

the evidence, including the Laws of Physics, shows that danger to all road users reduces.

The real concern from these statistics is that pedestrian casualties rose by 12% in 2011

and as most of these were on 30mph roads then it really makes the case for more wide-
ALINBIFR R2LIIAZ2Y 2F HnYLK fAYAGAE

206s Plenty For Us campaigns for a 20mph def
streets without physical calming.



Cyclenation/CTC conference Oct™.3

Bristol
Bookings for the October 13th Conference,
More and Safer CyclingNational Context
®and Local Action in Bristol are now open.

We have an exciting programme for this conference including sessions based on ridegfaound
Bristol cycle network and the launch of the Cyclescape online campaignin@leade support the
hard work that Bristol Cycling Campaign has put into organising this conference for us by sending
someone along, and book early!

Draft programme:

Chair Phillip Darnton

9.30

Rides in a 2 hour slot with different themes for each; shorter ride at 10.30 leaving from Temple Meads station
11.45

Themed discussions
Using the media Alex Bailey and Vic Hazael
Street interventions
Successful campaigning, Jim Chisholm
Building alliances
Developing strategy; Tony Russell
Building political will; Ashok or Simon
Key Bristol campaigners would also act as facilitators as required
1pm Lunch
2.00
Launch of Cyclescape: Martin and Simon, Cambridge
2.30
Cyclenation campaigns John/Simon/Andre
CTC infrastructure consultation Roger Geffen.
3.00pm tea break
3.30
Keynote speaker and national action plan Gordon Seabright
Finish no later than 5pm
Displays
Poster presentations requested from all groups (staff stands)

Socials
Friday
Short ride with pick up at the station and centre
food available 7.30 no later than 8pm venue fodB&apacity
Create centre Venue for CTC Cyclenation board joint meetiig 5
Saturday
Venue for evening meal 280, assemble at Armada house
Sunday
Rides shortish to arrive at a suitable station lunchtime

You can book via the Bristol Cycling Campaign site at

http://www.bristolcyclingcampaign.org.uk/conference/

or the Cyclenation site at

http://www.cyclenation.org.uk/conference/booking.php

Simon Geller


http://www.bristolcyclingcampaign.org.uk/conference/
http://www.bristolcyclingcampaign.org.uk/conference/
wlmailhtml:%7b31B6BF16-A302-4172-857A-1AE35B422871%7dmid:/00000004/conference/booking.php

Cyclenation subscri be
port Todayo (LTT), wh
= (nearly tabloid) newspaper for the UK

de'~vetwa!3"°1°“°y°‘°'°“‘“ transport industry.

It covers buses, trains, planes, cars and,
increasing with every fortnightly issue
BICYCLES AND CYCLING.

But what is also increasingly apparent with every issue is
the chaotic, conflicting state of UK transport policies!
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| OPinch Pointsod r
< ' Remember THESE comments from Cyclenation
g News in February?

" AFrequently (such as this evening on my way I
. squeeze past me without any reduction whatsoc¢

 fiGetti ng the | ocal C 0 u n-startérthetsolutiondsitoe any chang:¢
demand legislation-at a national level- that imposes minimum safety standards on
l ocal councils. o

After going to the Bristol Cycling Campaign web site to look at the conference booking form, | ventured onto
its 6Campaignsd page and caught this item:

ANo 4: Whiteladies Road: Pinch point for pedestrian ¢

Was Bristol asking for Pi nS8olry &l msreadingths? Dogouseeder ? | a:
this as a problem? If so, why? The problem is usually that they ARE wide enough for cyclists and

cars, allowing impatient cars to squeeze past the cyclist! National Standard cycle training advises

that cyclists should adopt the Primary Position (centre of the gap) prior to reaching the PP or any

road narrowing, thus PREVENTING cars from overtaking at the gap, the cyclist resuming the secon-

dary position ie moving left, after they has passed through the gap. Or does Bristol have a problem/

di sagree with this?o

Bristol secretary Martin McDonnell replied:

Hi Graham,
Re Whiteladies Rdtricky one this!

Many experienced (very!) cyclists have complained about these pinch @oints

which are proliferating all over Bristol. The National Cycling Training is fine for
cyclists who have been trained but the majority are not and probably never

will be (bar those who grow up with it!) and even so the training seems to be
RSAA3IYSR (2 0O2LS gAGK G2RI&2Qa O2YLNZY

Most people would seem to prefer the width to be extended to accommodate

room for motorists to safely pass cyclists or for a cyclistlergugh (without
SYRIYISNAY3I LISRSAUNARIYya0dP ¢KSNB Aa |«
try to avoid (3.1 to 3.9m?) so that there is no confusion between whether it is

safe for motorists to pass cyclists or not.

In Scotland | recently observed that where they have installed such pinch pints
they have painted a cycleway through the pifabint taking up at least half of

the width ¢ making it crystal where cyclists should be and motorists should not
get in the way. Until all cyclists and motorists are educated as to how to share

the road, perhaps this is what we should be pushing for?



ity scheme for cyclists is to be in-
stalled at the Bow roundabout in
East L cepoden hogal

Transport Today earlier this year.

LTT continued: AThe far signals w
over other traffic. Additional cycle lanes will allow cyclists to approach the

AWhat i s believed
first o6dearly startéo

dedicated ASLs without having to filter through traffic. The ASL will be 12 me-

tres deepWork should be completed before the Olympics

SITE VISIT - AUGUST (during Olympics)
The approach: A Cycle Superhighway is rather . E
confusingly marked along the outer edge of a Besk
Stop, continuing along the kerb edge and leadi :
cyclists into the modified facility.

e

At the end of the Superhighway feeder lane cy-
clists meet the first of three traffic light columns.
First (foreground). On green
cyclists may proceed to fill
the enor mous
but must stop at the fourth

column which is showing red.

The THIRD column IS ALSO
ON RED BUT POINTS TO
THE FIRST VEHICLE IN
THE QUEUE.

Not sure what purpose the
SECOND column serves!

The FIRST column eventu-

ally turns to RED and no
more cyclists can enter the ASL. The THIRD and FOURTH columns then
change to GREEN and cycligtkis traffic move onto the island, cyclists now
clear to traffic at the head of t
understood it......GH
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