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Some background

• Despite Pedals Nottingham is NOT yet 
a paradise for cyclists!!
- Over the years we have had many ups 
and
downs in our campaigning….



Definition of Partnership
(c.f. Arnstein’s ‘ladder of participation’, 1969)

•



Pedals experience of 
partnership working

• 1979-1998:
when Notts County Council was the 
Local Hwy Auth for all of Greater Nottm

• 1998-c2007
when Nottm City Council first 
became LHA for their area

• June 2007: formation of Greater Nottm 
Cycling Development Group to give 
new more strategic direction, 
with wider partnerships



Pedals experience of 
partnership working

• 1979-1998:
Notts County Council 
the Local Hwy Auth
for all of 
Greater Nottm



Pedals very early partnership , 1980!

• ‘Wheelgrabber’ Cycle 
stands in Old Market 
Square, 1980, 
donated by Raleigh!



Early work in partnerships in 
promoting cycling in Greater Nottm

• 1970-80s:
• Joint working with Notts County Council,

including 
Rural rides and the 
Great Notts. Bike Ride,
both first started by Pedals and then 
greatly expanded by Notts CC.



early 1980s

• 1982-84
• County Council bid for DOT Major 

urban cycle projects scheme, based 
largely on Pedals proposals

• Secured funding in 1994 for 5 routes and 
20km network, with 50% DoT funding

• “Greater Nottingham Cycle Network”
implemented from 1984-91



1984-1991: DOT/Notts. CC. 
Greater Nottm. Cycle Network

• one of the UK’s 
largest network of 
urban cycle routes



Greater Nottm Cycle Network

• Included 
50% match funding
for 4 routes 
including 
signalled 
cycle crossings,
etc.



Early 1980s: GNBR

• 1985
• Notts. CC took over as main organiser of 

the Great Nottinghamshire Bike Ride,
started by Pedals in June 1982

• Now a regular annual charity event, 
attracting over 5000 riders with a 
choice of  shorter and longer routes



First GNBR, organised by Pedals in 
June 1982 (250 riders!)



Great Notts Bike Ride grew and 
grew!



Guided cycle rides from early 80s,
started by Pedals in 1983; 

organised by Notts. CC since 1984



Guided Rides/Rural Rides

• soon a much bigger
programme, covering
the whole county, 
and running from
April to the late autumn



Partnership with Notts CTC

• e.g. in organising the first GNBR and in 
production of the 2 editions of the 
‘City County Forest’ leisure rides book,
edited by Jo Cleary (1997 & 2005)



Velo-City ‘93

• September 1993
• Nottinghamshire 

CC & 
European Cyclists’
Federation (ECF) hosted the 
6th ‘Velo-City’
European cycling conference
at the East Midlands Conference 
Centre, Nottingham University, 
with 550 participants 
from 26 countries – Pedals strongly involved



Velo-City ‘93



Growing interest in working with 
Cycle-friendly Employers’..

• Pioneering work at Queen’s Medical 
Centre & Boots



• 1995-96
• Successful bid by County and 

City Councils for Greater Nottm 
Cycle-friendly Employers’ Project,

• the largest project supported under the 
DOT’s Cycle Challenge Project

• Supported by 7 major local employers
• Partnership project: implemented in late 

1990s with strong Pedals support



Late ’90s: Greater Nottingham 
Cycle-friendly Employers’ Project..

• built on early 
Travel Plan work
to include other 
major employers
including Nottm
Univ & 
Nottm Trent Univ, 
at least in terms 
of cycle parking



Pedals experience of 
partnership working

• 1998-c2007
when Nottm City Council first 
became LHA for their area



City & County Council both LHAs

• Notts CC
still the 
Local Hwy 
Authority for
Broxtowe,
Gedling &
Rushcliffe
Boroughs

• City Council the LHA for Nottm since 1998



Partnerships in promoting cycling in 
Greater Nottm from 1998

• 1990s-:

• Continuation of partnership working 
with Notts CC but also more with 
Nottm City Council at least at first after they 
became the Local Hwy Authority in 1998 

• Notts County Council’s support for urban 
cycling at least now much more uncertain,
especially since May 2009 elections!?



Pedals experience of 
partnership working
• 1998-c2007:

• gradual development of some other 
partnership work, e.g. with 

• the NET (Tram) Project Team (City & County)
• Sustrans
• Nottingham City NHS

• Ridewise
• Greater Nottm Transport Partnership 

(The Big Wheel)



Working with Sustrans from 2000

• Local
National Cycle Network

• developments since 2000, 
with support from Pedals….



2000-: County & City support for 
the Millennium Route

• NCN Route 6: 
Inverness to Dover
passes thro’ Notts.



NCN Route 6

• passes through Notts.
between Worksop & Toton, 
via Clumber Park, 
Hucknall, Bulwell,
Lenton, Beeston
& Attenborough)



Work with the NET Project Team 
(Line One opened in March 2004)



Cyclists & the NET (Line 1)

• Pedals worked with the 
NET Project Team on;

• Detailed layouts to help cyclists
• Alternative route away from the tram
• Suggestions on special signs
• Advice leaflets for cyclists on how to cope 

with cycling on roads with tram tracks



Detailed layouts to help cyclists 
cope with trams on (narrow) streets
• Right-angled crossings of tram tracks



Alternative route away from the tram in the 
Radford-Basford etc. area (NW of City 

Centre)



Pedals discussions on special 
cycling signs for the NET

• Approved for the first time
by the DfT for the NET



Advice for cyclists

• Cooperation with the 
NET Team on 
production of
(3 editions of) a 
leaflet to give advice 
to cyclists on coping 
with on-street trams



Partnership working on cycling in 
Greater Nottm since 2005

• Greater variety, including with 
NHS Nottingham City over the 
start of Ridewise in 2005

• the initiative of Helen Ross,
Public Health Development 
Manager, Nottingham City & 
Nottinghamshire County 
NHS Primary Care Trusts



Partnerships in promoting cycling in 
Greater Nottm: Ridewise



From 2004: with Greater Nottm 
Transport Partnership 

( The Big Wheel )



with Greater Nottm Transport 
Partnership (The Big Wheel)



• ‘Wheelie Good Breakfasts’
in Bike Week from 2004





However – cycling promotion 
“in the doldrums” until c2007!

overshadowed by 
other priorities!..



Promoting cycling in Nottm mostly 
“in the doldrums” until c2007”

• Preoccupation with other priorities from 
late 1990s, 
e.g. increasing bus usage



Promoting cycling in Nottm mostly 
“in the doldrums” until c2007”

• other priorities , e.g.
the tram (“The NET”),
opened in 2004



Promoting cycling in Nottm mostly 
“in the doldrums” until c2007”

• other priorities , e.g.
public realm enhancement schemes such 
as the Old Market Square redesign
(2006-8)



Promoting cycling in Nottm mostly 
“in the doldrums” until c2007”

• Cyclists’ needs often not seriously 
addressed in various major projects:



Promoting cycling in Nottm mostly 
“in the doldrums” until c2007”

• Especially to, from and within the City 
Centre!



Partnerships in promoting cycling in 
Greater Nottm: new impetus

• Partnership working much widened and 
strengthened since June 2007

• establishment of the 
Greater Nottm 
Cycling Development Group,
chaired by 
Gary Smerdon-White, 
GNTP & Ridewise



2007-09: new impetus for 
cycling in Nottingham

• CDG set up to promote a more strategic 
approach to future cycling policies in 
Nottm and with a wider range of partners 
including

• the City & County Councils
• GNTP / The Big Wheel, 
• Pedals, Ridewise, CTC, Sustrans, 

NHS Nottingham City & the Police



City centre cycling study tour, 
September 2007

• To discuss various cycling issues on site



2008: City Cycling Action Plan 
agreed.



CDG meetings encouraged 
Dialogue & Partnership with Police

• e.g. in addressing cycling on 
pavements concerns

• production of Pedals position statement on 
the issue, 2007-9, emphasising the need 
for 
a balanced and 
comprehensive 
approach



Cycling for Health (CfH) 
project, 2007-

Main promoter: 
Helen Ross

Nottingham City & Nottinghamshire 
County NHS Primary Care Trusts

Murat Basaran, Project Officer, 
based with Ridewise.



Pedals on CfH project steering group



Pedals experience of 
partnership working

• 2007-
• Greater development of other 

partnership work, e.g. 
with other groups 
often on an ad hoc basis 
and related to particular 
campaigns, e.g: 



Wilford Suspension Bridge 
(owned by Severn Trent Water plc)
reopening campaign 2008-9/10?
• working with several groups, including:-



Suspension Bridge 
campaign 2008-?
• ..West Bridgford Local 

Area Forum & its 
Traffic & Transport Grp.

• Nottm Civic Society
• Transition WB
• The Meadows 

Partnership Forum



working with other cycling & 
environmental groups..
• e.g. 
• CTC, Ridewise 
• The Big Wheel (Greater 

Nottm Transport Group), NHS 
• local Transition Nottm groups 
• Nottm Civic Society 
• W Bridgford Local Traffic & Transport 

Group (& other area Transp. Grps.)



Working with other cycling & 
environmental groups



Working with the West Bridgford 
Local Traffic & Transport Group

• Campaign to persuade Notts County 
Council to introduce 20mph limits in older 
parts of West Bridgford



Recent new impetus for work with

• 2009-: 
£3 mn. Sustrans Nottingham 
Higher Education Cycling Project , 
with support from Cycling England & 
Nottm City Council.. 



Working with

• with Bike-It officers at:
• Nottm University, 
• Nottm Trent Univ 
• Queen’s Medical Centre (QMC) 

(Nottm University Hospitals Trust)



Here’s to the next 30 years!


